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Introduction  
 

What you do is a gift from God 

 

The goal is more than music:  it’s connection 

 

Foundational principles for worship: 

 

1.  If there’s no love, there’s no worship (1 Corinthians 13)  

 

2.  Biblical worship is always accompanied by humility and reverent fear (Isaiah 66:2) 

 

3.  Biblical worship is commanded by God (Luke 10:27) 

 

4.  Romans 12: Biblical worship involves surrendering your entire life as an offering to God 

 

If you’re a worship leader, be the lead worshiper  

 

You can’t connect people to the Spirit without the Spirit of God 

 

 

I.  The importance of music in worship 
 

Music is universal 

 

Music is the most influential art form 

 

Get the perspective right:  Worship is not just entertainment or singing 

 

Worship leading is not just leading songs—it’s leading to life change  

 

 

 

II.  Effective worship L.E.A.D.I.N.G  
 

1.  Let God lead 

 

God is more interested in the heart than the art  

 

Our leadership and the congregation’s participation both start 

with focusing on God 

 

 

 

Therefore I urge you, 
brothers, in view of GodÕs 

mercy, to offer your bodies 
as living sacrifices, holy and 
pleasing to God. This is your 

spiritual act of worship. 
—Romans 12:1-2 

"I am the vine; you are the 
branchesÉ . apart from me you 

can do nothing.Ó 
—John 15:5 
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2.  Engage the senior pastor’s philosophy of ministry 

 

Many methods and styles of worship are valid, so long as they don’t violate scripture  

 

The worship leader’s role is to support the senior pastor’s philosophy through worship  

 

 

 

3.  Align with the other purposes of the Church 

 

Purposes in the Great Commission and the Great Commandment  

 

Magnification 

Membership 

Maturity 

Ministry 

Missions 

 

Certain songs are appropriate for the different purposes  

 

Have a defined purpose for each event of service 

 

Work with clear objectives for each event 

 

 

 

4.  Define your target 

 

Who are you going to reach?  

 

Musical style, lyrics, and presentation must be appropriate for the target  

 

 

 

5.  Inspire by example:  Be the lead worshiper  

 

The most important thing:  Love the LORD with heart, mind, strength  

 

Have a contrite heart: repent on a regular basis  

 

When leading worship… worship! 

 

People respond to sincerity—and will follow its example  
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6.  Never stop loving those you’re leading  

 

Love your neighbor as yourself  

 

We should be able to take some criticism and still love people 

 

God often uses critics to teach us something about ourselves  

 

Volunteers do not exist for your benefit:  they belong to God 

 

Stick with the fundamentals:  love the Lord, love your neighbor  

 

 

 

7.  Give your best 

 

Never waste the platform:  someone may come to know Christ  

 

Be prepared 

 

Memorize your material 

 

Prepare your team 

 

Be spiritually ready, physically fit, and emotionally rested yourself  

 

Have the appropriate equipment in place and in working order 

 

Plan ahead 

 

Overprepare 

 

Rehearse ahead so you’re not caught off guard 
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 Resources 
 

 

The Worship Answer Book 

by Rick Muchow 

www.encouragingmusic.com 
 

“Encouraging Music” 

www.encouragingmusic.com 

 
 

 

 

 

  

Contact Information 
 

 

Rick Muchow 

Encouraging Music 

PO Box 80057  

Rancho Santa Margarita, CA 92688 

Phone: 949-459-0959 

Email: info@encouragingmusic.com 

Web: www.encouragingmusic.com 

 

 

Church Communication Network 

PO Box 1718 

Mt. View, CA 94042 

Phone: 800-321-6781 

Fax: 650-745-0660 

Email: ccninfo@ccnonline.net 

Web: www.ccn.tv

 


