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I. Introduction

How do we help people in the marketplace apply Sunday to the week?

I1. A theology of work
A. Three common views of work:
1. A necessary evil in a morally confused environment

2. A place of evil in which to do evangelism

3. A way to make money to further the Kingdom—elsewhere

B. A different theology of work: - Genesis 1:28

1. We are made to work, and work itself is sacred

2. Part of the Kingdom is revealed in each of us—and in our work

C. God created us for six purposes

- To communicate and commune with God
- To work: to worship by our work

- To work in community

- To be decision makers on behalf of God
- To reproduce

- To live in community with each other

D. Work is at the center of what God created us to be.

1. How do we reclaim that?
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' So God created man in his
own image, in the image of
God he created him; male
and female he created them.
%8 God blessed them and said
to them, CBe fruitful and
increase in number; fill the
earth and subdue it. Rule
over the fish of the sea and
the birds of the air and over
every living creature that
moves on the ground.O
% Then God said, O give
you every seed-bearing plant
on the face of the whole
earth and every tree that has
fruit with seed in it. They will
be yours for food. ** And to
all the beasts of the earth
and all the birds of the air
and all the creatures that
move on the groundN
everything that has the
breath of lifein itN | give
every green plant for food.O
. And it was so.
N Genesis 1:27-30 (NIV)
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II1. What kinds of work does God value most?

A. If one’s work is valuable to God, then one does it differently

B. The Bible’s two job descriptions
1. The Great Commission

2. The Great Commandment

IV. What are the implications for the pastor?

A. Value the workplace

1. Use workplace illustrations in sermons

2. Visit workers in the workplace

3. Pray for workers

B. Create joy in the church workplace
1. Empower others
2. Aleader’s 2 characteristics:
a. Humility

b. Love

29

C. Empower people to say “My work is valuable

1. Parable of the talents

*Now after a long time the master of
those servants came and settled
accaunts with them. And he who had
recevedthefivetalers came
forward, bringing fivetalents more,
saying, Master, you deliveredto me
fivetalerts; here | have made five
talerts more 0" His master said to
him, QVell done, good and faithful
servant. Yau have beenfaithful overa
little; I will setyou over much. Enter
into the joy of your master.&fAnd he
also who had the two talents came
forward, saying, Master, you
deliveredto me two talerts; here |
have made two talerts more.0His
master said to him, QVell done, good
and faithful servant. You have been
faithful overa little; I will setyou over
much. Enter into the joy of your
master.O—Matthew 25:19-23 (NIV)
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Resources:

Joy at Work
by Dennis Bakke
www.dennisbakke.com

Joy at Work Bible Study Companion
by Brad Smith, Dr. Raymond Bakke, and William Hendricks
www.dennisbakke.com

Contact Information:

Dennis Bakke and Brad Smith Church Communication Network
PVG PO Box 1718
P.O. Box 70525 Mt. View, CA 94042
Seattle, WA 98127 Phone: 800-321-6781
Phone: 206-730-2463 Fax: 650-745-0660
Email: info@dennisbakke.com Email: ccninfo@ccnonline.net
Web: www.DennisBakke.com Web: www.ccn.tv
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